PASTEUR AND THE SILK WORMS         171

scientific study of putrid and infectious diseases.

"How can researches be attempted on gan-
grene, virus or inoculations, without a building
suitable for the housing of animals, either dead or
alive ? Butchers' meat in Europe reaches an exor-
bitant price, in Buenos Ay res it is given away.
How, in a small and incomplete laboratory, can
experiments be made, and various processes
tested, which would facilitate its transport and
preservation? The so-called 'splenic fever' costs
the Beauce * about 4,000,000 francs annually; it
would be indispensable to go and spend some
weeks in the neighbourhood of Chartres during
several consecutive summers, and make minute
observations,

"These researches and a thousand others which
correspond in my mind to the great act of trans-
formation after death of organic matter, and the
compulsory return to the ground and atmosphere
of all which has once been living, are only com-
patible with the installation of a great laboratory.
The time has now come when experimental
science should be freed from its bonds . . ."

The Emperor wrote to Duruy the very next
day, desiring that Pasteur's wish should be ac-
ceded to. Duruy gladly acquiesced and plans be-

* Ancient name of the high flat ground surround-
ing Chartres and including parts of the Departments
of Eure et Loir, Loir et Cher, Loiret and Seine et
Oise. These plains are very fertile, the soil being ex-
tremely rich, and produce cereals chiefly. [Trans*]